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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A method for treating diabetes or a 
complication thereof comprising administering to a patient in need thereof an 
effective amount of one of the foiiowing compounds 

• 2-benzyithio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenyH:hlo)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthlo-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanolc acid; 

• 2-carboxymethylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-pheny!-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-phenylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4~phenyl-4-oxobLrtanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• 2-phenyIthio-4-{4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxypheny!)-4-oxobutanolcacid; 

• 2-(4'-methylpheny!thio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyf)-4-oxobutanofc acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthlo)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanolc acid; 
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• 2-cyciohexylthio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-benzylthio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenytthio-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-(4'-clnlorophenyi)-4-oxobutanolc acid; 
» 2-(4'-chlorophenvlttiio)-4-(4'-ciilorophenvi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methylphenyltliio)-4-(4'-ch!oropheny!)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutano!c acid; or 

• 2-(2'-naphthyltfiio)-4-(4'-chloroplienyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
or a geometrica! or optical isomer thereof, 

or a tautomeric form tlnereof; 
or a solvate or iiydrate thereof, 

or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base. 
17-26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 16, wherein 
the risk of hypoglycaemia is reduced. 

28. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 16, wherein 
non-insulln-dependent diabetes or a complication thereof is treated. 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
the compound administered is capable of the inhibition of l^ynurenine 3-hydroxylase. 

31. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
the compound administered is capable of the inhibition of itynurenine 3-hydroxylase 
in an in vitro test. 

32. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 

diabetes is treated. 
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33. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein a 
complication of diabetes is treated. 

34. (Currently Amended) A compound, which is 

• 2-benzyfthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-{4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)~4-phenyi-4-oxobutanolc acid; 

• 2-phenyithlo-4-phenyI-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-carboxymethylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanolc acid; 

• 2-cyclohexylthio-4-pheny!-4-oxobutanolc acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthyithio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-phenylthlo-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyI-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethy! 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-{2'-naphthyithio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• 2-phenyfthio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxypheny!)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutano!c acid; 

• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-cyclohexylthlo-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-benzylthio-4-{4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio~4-(4'-ch]orophenyl)-4~oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2~(4'-fluorophenyithio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyI)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
m 2-(4'-chlorophenvlthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenvl)-4-oxobutanoic acid: 
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• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-(4'-chiorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoicacid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; or 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
or a geometrical or optical isomer thereof, 

or a tautomeric form thereof; 

or a solvate or hydrate thereof, or 

or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutlcally acceptable acid or base. 

35. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16, comprising 
administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of one of the following 
compounds 

• 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methylphenyithio)-4-pheny!-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenyithio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenyithio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-carboxymethy!thio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanofc acid; 

• 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-pheny!thio-4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-fluorophenylthlo)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-chloropheny!thio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methyiphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-{4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-{2'-naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-{4'-chiorophenylthto)-4-{4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoicacid; 

• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4"(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
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• 2-{4 -methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-cyciohexyithio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2~benzyithlo-4-(4'-methoxyphenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-f!uoropheny!thio)-4-(4'~chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-f4'-chlorophenvlthio)-4-(4'-chloropheny[)-4-oxobutanoic acid: 

• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-metlioxyphenylth(o)-4-(4'-chloroplieny!)-4-oxobutanoic acid; or 

• 2-(2'-naplithylthio)-4-(4'-chloroplienyl)-4-oxobirtanoic acid; 
or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base. 

36. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
the risk of hypoglycaemia is reduced. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
non-insulin-dependent diabetes or a complication thereof is treated. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
diabetes is treated. 

39. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein a 
complication of diabetes is treated. 

40-43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16, comprising 
administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of one of the following 
compounds 

• 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenySthio)-4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-pheny!-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
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• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethy! 2-phenylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethy! 2-{4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyI~4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-{4'-chiorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methy!phenylthio)-4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methoxyphenyithlo)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-phenyi-4-oxobLrtanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthlo-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• 2-phenylthto-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyI)-4-oxobutanoicacid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoicacid; 

• 2-(4'-methy!phenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxypheny[)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-benzylthio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'~fluorophenylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyi)-4-oxobLrtanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-chlorophenylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenvl)-4-oxobutanoic acid: 

• 2-(4'-methylphenylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; or 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base, 

45. {Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, comprising 
administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of one of the following 
compounds 

• 2-cariDoxymethylthio-4-phenyI-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base. 

46. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, comprising 
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administering to a patient in need tlnereof an effective amount of one of tlie following 
compounds 

• 2-cyclohexylth!o-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; or 

• 2-cyclohexylthio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
or a salt thereof with a pharmaceuticaliy acceptable acid or base. 
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